To Whom It May Concern,

I am honored to attest to the character of Sara Zehnder.  As a community volunteer at Sumner High School in the FFA/Agricultural Science Department I have had the privilege and pleasure of knowing and coaching Sara in various capacities, specifically as her Food Science and Technology coach for the last the few years.  Sara exudes the confidence, maturity, and leadership of all the positive attributes of what you want from a young person today. As a freshman in high school, I watched her grow, develop, and learn on a Food Science team with upper classmen.  As the only freshman that year, she took the opportunity to learn and grow from her peers and ended up placing in the top 20 individually at the state competition as the team collectively placed first in state that year.  Her sophomore year came around and all of her Food Science teammates from the previous year had graduated.  Sara took it upon herself to recruit a new Food Science team on her own accord.  Additionally, Sara naturally took on a huge leadership role for this newly recruited team.  Sara placed this team and their success on her shoulders.  As a result of Sara’s efforts and tireless commitment and work ethic to this team, the team placed first in the state competition out of 38 teams.  Sara’s never quit work ethic also catapulted her to place individually first overall at the state competition out of over 140 participants.  This is no easy feat, especially for someone as young as Sara was.  Sara and her team had the distinct honor of representing WA state on the national level at the National FFA Convention in the area of Food Science and Technology.  The team earned a silver ranking in the nation and Sara was the highest placing individual team member finishing in the top 1/3 of all competitors and a silver ranking individually.  Sara was the backbone of this team and played an integral role to all the accomplishments of this team. 
Sara is not one dimensional. Sara has made the most of her time she has already spent in high school meaningful and worthwhile.  Her academic achievements and current GPA of 3.9 and extra- curricular activities that she has been involved with the last couple of years support this fact.  Sara is active and involved in the FFA Organization as well as balancing other activities and leadership roles.  Specifically, these include being a member of the Sumner High School Girls varsity soccer team, playing club soccer on a travel team, and being involved in a multitude of activities that benefit her community.  Additionally, she has served as the Sumner FFA Chapter Reporter, a position that was voted upon by her peers and conducted a FFA Agriscience research project placing second in her division at the state level.  Sara does a tremendous job balancing her numerous activities and honoring her time commitments.  Sara is highly motivated young lady who takes her responsibilities seriously.  She can always be counted on.
She is a positive influence and a leader to others and will continue to be throughout her life.  Sara is an individual that has and will continue to be successful in her life despite any roadblocks she may face.  Her enthusiasm, self-motivation, and ability to be an effective team player will carry her through.  Sara is a primary example of why I continue to volunteer at Sumner High School.  She is an outstanding reminder to me of what is great about young people today.  

It is without hesitation that I am privileged to affirm the integrity and character of Sara Zehnder. Please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

Julie Neil
Julie Neil

WA State Department of Agriculture

julie.neil02@gmail.com or 253-219-4752

